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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an applicaUt)n lor patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application tiled in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Menard et al 
(2002/0169539) 

Regarding claim 1, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 0111. 0113, 0116, 0119, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose a position detection device 
(300, sec. 0110, 0111, 0113, 0141), comprising: 

one or more memories (sec. 0089. 0116) that store a set of position points defining 
assigned respective locations within one or more physical areas (sec. 0110, 0113,0141); 

a communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc) for communicating with 
one or more signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc), wherein each 
of said one or more signal sources (lOOE, lOOF) is located at one of the assigned locations (sec. 
01 10, 01 13, 01 14, 01 19) proximate to the position detection device (300; figs. 13, 14), each of 
the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) having information 
about its assigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one wireless 
identification tag (sec. 01 10, 01 14, 01 13, 01 16; etc) that is stimulated by at least one signal sent 
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from the communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc) and that returns the 
information to the communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc); 

a path process (sec. 01 10, 01 13, 0137, 0141) that defines one or more paths connecting 
one or more of the position points in response to a user query (sec. 0078, 0083, 0084), the path 
process further accessing the information from one or more of the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; 
figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) to determine a progress of the position detection device 
(300, sec. 01 10, 0111,01 13, 0141) through the physical area as defined by the path (sec. 01 10, 
0113, 0137, 0141); and 

an interface (display; sees. 0136, 0137) that communicates the progress of the position 
detection device through the physical area to the user. 

Regarding claim 2, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 0111. 0113, 0116, 0119, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the device, as in claim 1, 
wherein the physical area includes any one or more of the following: a street, an interior of a 
building, a transit station, a retail store, and a town (sec. 0141). 

Regarding claim 3, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 0111. 0113, 0116, 0119, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the device, as in claim 1, 
wherein the information includes non-position information (direction, landmarks, velocity, text 
description, sees. 0140, 0141, etc) about the respective location. 

Regarding claim 4, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 11. 01 13, 01 16, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the device, as in claim 3, 
where the non-position information includes any one or more of the following information types: 
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a building name, an address, a surname, a business name, a work place, a hotel, a 
restaurant, a civic directory, a performance program, a residence address, a directory of 
occupants, a set of directions to a next location, a warning, a designation of one or more 
obstacles, a route, a public announcement, a government notice, tourist information, and exhibit 
information (sees. 0140. 0141). 

Regarding claim 5, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 0111. 0113, 0116, 0119, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the device as in claim 1, 
wherein the interface further comprises a tactile map interface that updates a tactile map to 
indicate a current user position and at least one direction to a destination (sees. 0140, 0141). 

Regarding claim 6, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 11. 01 13, 01 16, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the device as in claim 5, 
wherein the interface further comprises a speech synthesis module that converts the progress 
from text to audio. 

Regarding claim 7, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 1 1. 01 13, 01 16, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose a method for determining 
a position of a user comprising the steps of: 

storing in a memory (sec. 0089. 01 16) a set of position points (col. 16, lines 24-53) 
defining assigned locations within one or more physical areas (sec. 0110, 0113,0141); 

communicating (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc) with one or more signal sources 
(lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) located at one or more of the assigned 
locations (sec. 01 10, 01 13, 01 14, 01 19) proximate to a position detection device (300; figs. 13, 
14), each of the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) having 
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information about the respective assigned location (sec. 0110, 01 13, 01 14, 01 16, 01 19), each of 
the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13) comprising at least one radio frequency 
identification tag (sec. 0110, 0114, 0113,0116; etc) stimulated by at least one signal sent from a 
communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc) and that returns the information to 
the communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc); 

defining one or more paths (sec. 01 10, 01 13, 0137, 0141) connecting one or more of the 
position points in response to a user query (sec. 0078, 0083, 0084); 

accessing the information from one or more of the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 
13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) to determine a progress of the position detection device (300, sec. 
0110, 0111, 0113, 0141) through the physical area as defined by the path (sec. 0110, 0113, 0137, 
0141); and 

conmiunicating (display; sees. 0136, 0137) the progress of the position detection device 
through the physical area to the user (sec. 01 10, 01 13, 0137, 0141). 

Regarding claim 8, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 11. 01 13, 01 16, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the method as in claim 7, 
wherein the step of communicating further comprises the step of updating a tactile map to 
indicate a current user position and at least one direction to a destination. 

Regarding claim 9, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 1 1. 0113, 0116, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the method as in claim 8, 
wherein the step of communicating fiirther comprises the step of converting the progress from 
text to audio. 
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Regarding claim 10, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 11. 01 13, 01 16, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose a system for determining a 
position of a user comprising: 

means (figs. 12, 13) for storing in a memory (sec. 0089. 01 16) a set of position points 
(col. 16, lines 24-53) defining assigned respective locations within one or more physical areas 
(sec. 0110,0113,0141); 

means (figs. 12, 13) for communicating with one or more signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; 
figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) located at one of the respective locations (sec. 0110, 
0113, 0114, 0119) proximate to a position detection device (300; figs. 13, 14), each of the signal 
sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) having information about the 
respective location, each of the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, 
etc) comprising at least one radio fi-equency wireless identification tag (sec. 0110, 0114, 0113, 
0116; etc) stimulated by at least one signal sent fi^om a communication interface (figs. 13, 14; 
sees. 0100-0102, etc) and that returns the information to the communication interface (figs. 13, 
14; sees. 0100-0102, etc); 

means (display; sees. 0136, 0137, 0140, 0141) for defining one or more paths connecting 
one or more of the position points in response to a user query (sec. 0078, 0083, 0084); 

means (figs. 12, 13) for accessing the information from one or more of the signal sources 
(lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) to determine a progress of the position 
detection device (300; figs. 13, 14) through the physical area as defined by the path (sec. 01 10, 
0113, 0137, 0141); and 
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means (display; sees. 0136, 0137, 0140, 0141) for communicating the progress through 
the physical area to the user (sec. 01 10, 01 13, 0137, 0141). 

Regarding claim 11, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 01 11. 01 13, 01 16, 01 19, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the system as in claim 10, 
wherein the means for communicating fiirther comprises a means for updating a tactile map to 
indicate a current user position and directions to a destination. 

Regarding claim 12, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 0111. 0113, 0116, 0119, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the method as in claim 11, 
wherein the means for communicating further comprises means for converting the progress from 
text to audio. 

Regarding claim 13, Menard et al (abstract; sees. 0083, 0084, 0086, 0089, 0090, 0100, 
0109 to 0111. 0113, 0116, 0119, 0137-0141; figs. 12, 13, 14) disclose the device as in claim 1, 

wherein the wireless identification tag includes any one or more of the following: a radio 
frequency transmitter, an infrared transmitter, and a radio frequency identification tag (sec. 0110, 
0114, 0113, 0116; etc). 

Response to Arguments 
3 . Applicant's arguments filed 7/1 8/08 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant's argues that the prior art does not disclose storing assigned locations. The 
examiner respectfiiUy disagrees and notes confrary to applicant's remarks that applicant's claim 
do not indicate who is assigning or to whom the positions are assigned. However, as indicated 
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by the prior art, Menard discloses one or more memories (sec. 0089.01 16) that store a set of 
position points defining assigned respective locations within one or more physical areas (sec. 
01 10, 01 13, 0141). The prior art discloses a landmark as admitted by applicant, wherein the 
landmark have assigned locations such as an assigned area on a map. Mobile devices 100 have 
been are assigned locations so that tracking device 300 can track the assigned locations of mobile 
devices 100 in order for to tracking device 300 get to the assigned locations of mobile devices 
100. 

Applicant further argues that the prior art fails to disclose that the mobile other 
limitations referring to the claimed "assigned locations". The examiner disagrees and notes that 
Menard anticipates "a communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc) for 
communicating with one or more signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 
0100, etc), wherein each of said one or more signal sources (lOOE, lOOF) is located at one of the 
assigned locations (sec. 0110, 0113, 0114, 01 19) proximate to the position detection device (300; 
figs. 13, 14), each of the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) 
having information about its assigned location, each of the signal sources comprising at least one 
wireless identification tag (sec. 01 10, 01 14, 01 13, 01 16; etc) that is stimulated by at least one 
signal sent from the communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc) and that returns 
the information to the communication interface (figs. 13, 14; sees. 0100-0102, etc); 

Applicant further argues that the prior art fails to disclose each of the signal sources have 
"information about it assigned location" and further that the examiner does not indicate that the 
prior art anticipate that limitation. The examiner disagrees and notes that the limitation 
"information about its assigned location" is not the same as the previously claimed "position 
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points defining assigned locations". If the contrary was true then the claim language should have 
read -information about the assigned locations", emphasis added on the antecedent term. 
However, the examiner clearly indicates that the signal sources have information about their 
assigned location because the path accesses said information from the signal sources. 

Furthermore, contrary to appKcant's remarks, the prior art anticipates, "defining one or 
more paths (sec. 0110, 01 13, 0137, 0141) connecting one or more of the position points in 
response to a user query (sec. 0078, 0083, 0084); 

accessing the information from one or more of the signal sources (lOOE, lOOF; figs. 12, 
13; sec. 0083, 0084, 0100, etc) to determine a progress of the position detection device (300, sec. 
0110, 0111, 0113, 0141) through the physical area as defined by the path (sec. 0110, 0113, 0137, 
0141); and 

conmiunicating (display; sees. 0136, 0137) the progress of the position detection device 
through the physical area to the user (sec. 01 10, 01 13, 0137, 0141)." 
It is believed that the rejection is proper and thus stands. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
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will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Communication 

5 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RONNIE MANCHO whose telephone number is (571)272-6984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs: 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tran Khoi can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ronnie Mancho 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3664 

11/15/2008 

/KHOl IRAN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



